April 21, 2007

To:  Democratic Members of Land Use Fairness Committee
I am sending this just to the Democrats on the Land Use Fairness Committee, since I believe a bipartisan agreement on this issue is not possible without a significant loss to Oregon’s land use protections.  I have reviewed your proposed modifications to Measure 37, dated April 16, 2007, and entitled, “Proposal for a Better Measure 37.”  Quite frankly, if you refer this proposal to the legislature, I feel that you and other Democrats on the Land Use Fairness Committee have capitulated to the special interests represented by Oregonians in Action and sold out those of us who worked hard to elect Democrats to the current legislature.

The first item that leaps out is the date March 1, 1994 as a threshold date for prior ownership.  Where did that come from?  Why not make it 1973?  This opens the door to many more potential claimants.  Also extending the future deadline for filing retrospective claims (both for conditional and unconditional paths) opens the door to even more claims than those that have already been filed.  Allowing development rights to be transferred to new owners goes beyond the original Measure 37 legislation and further weakens protections of farm and forest land to development.  Why should a developer who has owned a parcel purchased this year have more development rights than an adjacent landowner who has owned his land since 1995?  

Allowing prospective claims has the affect of discouraging any future land laws necessary to protect farm and forest land from development in the face of a growing population.  Notification of “affected landowners” of prospective claims is not spelled out.  The affected landowners go way beyond those who own adjacent property to claimants.  All residents in a given community are affected by increased traffic, runoff due to increased pavement, impact on groundwater aquifers, and increased light pollution at night.

It is interesting to note that while you are trying to broker a deal with others on your committee, the family of Patti Smith, a member of your committee, is pushing ahead with Measure 37 claims in the Corbett area for compensation of over $29 million or a waiver to subdivide various holdings into over 200 buildable lots.  These claims are to be heard by the Multnomah County Commissioners next Thursday, April 26 (Case files T1-06-087 and T1-06-124).  This clear conflict of interest demonstrates why I believe a bipartisan agreement is impossible.

My wife and I have been Democratic precinct persons in Corbett for many years.  We have worked hard to elect Democrats.  We feel betrayed by the lack of courage displayed by Democrats in the legislature in pandering to the property rights lobby.  Stop trying to broker a bipartisan deal on a flawed law.  Over 60% of Oregonians responding to recent polls want Measure 37 either repealed or substantially fixed.  
Here’s what we are asking:

1. Send a bill to the full legislature to repeal Measure 37.

2. Freeze all current Measure 37 claims until the Big Look task force completes its process of having a conversation with Oregonians about our land use future and makes its recommendations.

3. At least refer a repeal of Measure 37 back to the voters.  Many people who originally voted for Measure 37 state that they would now would vote against it, once its implications have been fully understood.

Sincerely,

John F. Christensen

39825 Gordon Creek Rd.

Corbett, OR 97019

(503) 695-2474

