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To all of our great volunteers - PCPs, District
Leaders, interested citizens - we are so very
appreciative of all your efforts on behalf of the
Multnomah County Democratic Party.

Last month's meeting saw spirited conversa-
tions and suggestions for the future.  And we
are moving on many of those suggestions as
quickly as we can.

There are a couple of volunteer-led events
coming up that might be of interest: District 42
is planning a candidate debate/forum for the
four folks running for the House seat being
vacated by Diane Rosenbaum. Precinct 1013 is

Be part of the decision-making  process and
apply to become a   delegate at the 2008 Demo-
cratic Party of Oregon Platform Convention.

The Platform is a document produced every
2 years that defines who we are, what we stand
for, and how we will legislatively work toward
our goals.  This year's  convention is April 11-13
in Eugene.

The filing deadline to be a Precinct Com-
mittee Person (PCP) is Tuesday, March 11 at 5
pm.  This election is held during the May Pri-
mary.

Grassroots activism is critical to success in
November, and like  everything else, we need
to begin NOW  (actually, yesterday…)   Be-
coming a Precinct Committee Person (PCP)
can afford you     opportunities that you'd miss
as a regular volunteer:

Your participation at this level will enable you
to expand and deepen your involvement, as
well as allow you to become a part of the
Party decision making process.

To file for a PCP position,   simply  down-
load this one page form at:

Platform Convention Delegate
Appointments Underway

Filing Deadline Rapidly Approaches For
Precinct Committee Persons

http://www.sos.state.or.us/elections/forms/
sel105.pdf

If you do not know your precinct,
Multnomah County Elections staff can assist
you, or you may email   your Multnomah
County Democratic Party  Officers at
vicechair@multdems.org or
chair@multdems.org

Forms must be turned into the Multnomah
County Elections   Office by mail or walk-in.
FAXES are NOT accepted.  Be sure your
mailed-in form will arrive at    Elections by the
deadline.  The mailing address is:

Multnomah County Elections
1040 SE Morrison Street
Portland OR 97214

Thanks to All of Our Volunteers!
hosting a forum for all four of the candidates
for Secretary of State.

The East Suburban Democrats host guest
speaker State Senator Laurie Monnes Anderson
at their March 10 meeting in Gresham.

We are gaining energy and momentum, thanks
to all of you.  If you'd like to volunteer, our  new
Volunteer Coordinator, Hilary Colbert
(hilaryc@cve.com) will be happy to sign you up.
There is lots of work to do, including help with
the newsletter and keeping the office open.  We
look  forward to working with you as we con-
tinue to build our Party.

To apply for a delegate position, you just need
to be a registered Democrat.

Multnomah County Dems should send an
email to chair@multdems.org and include the
words "Platform Convention Delegate" in the
subject line. Include your phone # and physical
address, and we'll get back to you.  The deadline
for application is March 20th.
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Announcements

"I am delighted and
extremely pleased to
announce that I am in
the process of  running
for Portland City Com-
missioner.

For your informa-
tion, I am a Native
Oregonian and En-
gaged Portlander, a

graduate of  Portland State University, a single parent of  a
daughter (also named Martha Jr.) and do not consider my-
self a career politician, although I do have a decade of
governmental experience at the grassroots, local, county,
state and federal levels, working on a wide array of
programs such as healthcare, energy efficiency, positive
revenue-creation and environmental research, as well as
practical, hands-on collaboration within a multi-disciplin-
ary and diverse constituency."

"This is a particularly urgent time in the history of
Portland's political landscape, because we have more than
one position opening on our City Council, including a bid
for Mayor. There are currently no women (in particular,
women of color) being represented on the City Council and
I am applying for one of these positions, because I believe
I can get the job done to the best of my ability and high
value placed on ethical conduct. Due to my vast experi-
ence in government, I understand the types of issues that
our city is facing."

"There's a lot that I could do to make this city a better
place to live. Many of  our roads, bridges, streets, infrastruc-
ture, etc., are crumbling and that poses a safety hazard--I
cringe at what was allowed to happen in Minnesota. We
need healthcare (including mental health services) to be
made available to every single person, but the question I
pose is this: does it start with worker empowerment (nurses,
doctors, care-providers, etc) or with patient rights?.

Living wage jobs need to stay in Portland, period. I like
the concept of  building streetcars locally, for example.
There's got to be a healthier relationship between police
efforts and neighborhoods. I question this relationship and
seek solutions.

Martha Perez Announces Candidacy For
Portland City Commissioner

Did you know that there's a two-year waiting period for
certain public housing programs and that hundreds of people
need housing NOW? Despite all that we've done to stop
homelessness and hunger, these problems still exist and it
could be your next door neighbor?

Neighborhood associations must re-claim eir public place.
I believe in helping small businesses thrive and I would try
to strike a balance between local industry and big business,
to be fair.

More accountability in government is an obvious factor
that we'll continue to look at. Let's increase our dialogue
about climate change, preservation and energy efficiency.
Let's address the realities of racism and other 'ism's' that
exist not just in Portland, but in every city in this nation.

We realize that the war in Iraq was a mistake. How about
creating peace? What's been happening with our civil rights
and how do we restore them back, post-911?

What about the sorry state of  affairs, with respect to Port-
land Public Schools? K-20 education (including a college
degree) is a right that every child has to have, if we are to
thrive in the future. What can we do that we aren't already
doing? How can we walk our talk, most importantly?".

"I don't claim to have automatic answers to the issues I've
just posed above; however, I can continue to build upon the
legacy left behind by great legends such as former governor
Tom McCall, or former Mayor Vera Katz or Erik Sten, who's
now resigning from his term as City Commissioner, No. 2,
Housing Department.

I applaud the VisionPDX plan by City Council, I encour-
age readers to learn more about something called the Re-
gional Atlas Plan and I'd like to see more diverse, younger
faces show up at hearings conducted by City Council on a
wide variety of issues".

"I know that if I were elected City Commissioner, that I
won't always be in agreement with my colleagues on all of
the various issues; however, there is an important element
called RESPECT and I think it's something that's in limited
supply at City Hall. I'm really excited to do all I can to keep
Portland weird, too, because I don't want our town to end
up looking like a cookie-cutter clone version, whatsoever.
Some things are just sacred, but I'm not mixing religion with
politics, ever".

Martha Perez
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Announcements

I have deep roots in
Portland. Members of
my family first came
to Oregon in 1870. I
grew up here, gradu-
ating from
Woodstock Grade
School and Franklin
High School. I earned
a Bachelor of Arts
Degree and a Certifi-

cate in International Business Studies at Portland State
University, completing an AIESEC internship at the Presi-
dent Hotel in Capetown, South Africa. I enlisted in the
United States Navy, completed SERE Training and spent a
year in Viet Nam supporting the River Assault Group while
stationed with 9th Infantry Division at Dong Tam.

I have been employed by Wagner Mining Equipment in
Portland and Brussels, Belgium, providing parts      replace-
ment, finance and transportation service to     international
dealers and customers. Later, I was employed as a Revenue
Officer by Internal Revenue Service. This employment al-
lowed me to learn about the revenue compliance systems
which should be used by government and those which are
currently used.

I have three sons, the youngest of whom spent 15 months
in Iraq with 37th Infantry Regiment, 1st Armored Division,
with time out for wound recovery at Walter Reed Hospital.

I want to become a State Representative because there is
a need for the state government to have more revenue to
provide goods and services which government should pro-
vide. Because of my experiences, I can see that people cur-
rently working in government are not working toward opti-
mizing government revenue. As a result, the government
has less money than it should have to provide for its citi-
zens.

Currently, revenue producing laws are not enforced and
too many tax discounts are given to special interest groups.
These trends must be stopped. The state budget must be
written to provide for optimum compliance of revenue pro-
ducing law. Tax discount laws must be repealed. Only after
these steps are taken will we be able to work toward pro-
viding services state government should provide. The State

of  Oregon 2007-2009 Tax Expenditure Report, describes
tax discounts to special interest groups. You can find out
how to obtain this report by calling the Budget and Man-
agement Division at telephone 503.378.3106. Repealing
many of these discount laws would greatly increase rev-
enue to the government.  However, 36 votes are required
to repeal the tax discount law, and require the members of
the special interest group to pay tax on the same schedule
as everyone else.

The interpretation of the Oregon Constitution, which re-
quires the super majority to repeal tax discount laws, needs
to be reviewed and the use of this interpretation needs to
be discontinued.

Corporation income tax only provides 5.9% of General
Fund revenue. The connection to the federal definition of
taxable income is forecast to reduce Oregon corporation
income tax revenue by roughly $248 million. In addition,
there are seven Oregon specific subtractions which can fur-
ther reduce corporate income tax. The tax rate for corpora-
tions is 6.6% There are 40 tax credits available to corpora-
tions. These credits are expected to reduce corporation tax
revenue by roughly $71 million.

We need to repeal the kicker. Any economic entity would
have difficulty operating if it was not allowed to save one
year’s surplus to cover expenses during a future year with
reduced revenue.

Property taxes throughout the state must be related to
property value so everyone is contributing relatively equally.
Federal timber tax revenue will no longer be distributed to
timber producing counties, which have relied on this rev-
enue for years to provide government services such as edu-
cation, law enforcement and social services. Currently,
Multnomah County property owners pay about $10.00 per
thousand dollars of value. Josephine, Douglas and Curry
County property owners pay 58 cents per thousand dollars
in value.

If elected, my main priorities would be to insure revenue
producing law compliance, reduce the number of tax dis-
counts to special interest groups, refer property tax limita-
tions to voters and severe the connection of state tax to
federal tax. These actions would allow an increase of rev-
enue to the state without creating new taxes or increasing
current taxes.

Gordon Hillesland Announces Candidacy
For House District 42

Gordon Hillesland
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Commentary

How disappoint-
ing ,  in  i t s  f i r s t
attempt at needed
annual sessions our
elected representa-
t ives  in  Sa lem
cl imbed on the
a n t i - i m m i g r a n t
band wagon rather
than taking any real
steps to protect Or-
egon jobs.  At the
same t ime the i r
cowardly action has
the  potent ia l  to

make Oregon’s streets and highways more danger-
ous for all.

Is it too much to expect some leadership from
our electeds? How about expecting them to have a
rudimentary knowledge of  global, or hemisphere
economics before they go off half cocked?

After NAFTA was passed by the Clinton admin-
istration US agribusiness flooded the Mexican mar-
ket with government subsidized corn. This action
destroyed the indigenous agriculture market in
Mexico. The result was 1,500,000 Mexican farm-
ers went broke and left their farms looking for work.
This had the understandable effect of driving down
wages in Mexico. Is it so hard to understand that
when people can no longer earn a living wage where
they live that they would take Ronald Reagan’s
advice and “vote with their feet”?

The question is why did our reps in Salem duck
the real issue in favor of supply side economics?
They could have done something meaningful – such
as instructing our federal legislators, via a joint
Senate and House resolution, to actively work to
repeal NAFTA CAFTA and the Peru Free Trade
Agreement.

These agreements along with “Most Favored
Nation” status for China have been disastrous for
Oregon workers (costing us over 55,000 family
wage manufacturing jobs). All the while these
agreements have had catastrophic effects on the
foreign workers that were supposed to benefit from

them. Having a debate over the merits of such a
resolution would have done wonders for educating
Oregonians on the harm of  free trade, as the me-
dia reported on the debate.

Rather than having such an educational debate
the Lege decided to scapegoat immigrants by tak-
ing away their driver’s licenses. How does taking
away the ability to regulate drivers and their abil-
ity to purchase liability insurance, benefit Orego-
nians?

Fortunately there were a very small minority of
our electeds who refused to be stampeded into
scapegoating workers they are:

Rep. Phil Barnhart,  D-Eugene, Rep. Suzanne
Bonamici, D-Beaverton, Rep. Peter Buckley, D-
Ashland, Rep. Ben Cannon, D-Portland, Rep. Jackie
Dingfelder,  D-Por tland, Rep. Sara Gelser,  D-
Corvalli, , Rep. Mitch Greenlick, D-Portland, Rep.
Paul Holvey, D-Eugene, Rep. Tina Kotek, D-Port-
land, Rep. Greg Macpherson, D-Lake Oswego, Rep.
Nancy Nathanson, D-Eugene, Rep. Mary Nolan, D-
Por t land,  Speaker  Pro Tempore Rep.  Diane
Rosenbaum, D-Portland, Rep. Chip Shields, D-
Portland, Rep. Carolyn Tomei, D-Milwaukie, Sen.
Vicki Walker, D-7, Sen. Brad Avakian, D-17, Sen.
Kate Brown, D-21, Sen. Ginny Burdick, D-18, Sen.
Alan Bates, D-3, Sen. Margaret Carter, D-22, Sen.
Avel Gordly, I-23

If your elected representative is one of the above,
please write or call them and thank them for their
courage and wisdom. If  they are not maybe it’s time
to run against them or to support a challenger. The
filing deadline for State offices is March 11, 2008
at the Secretary of  State’s office in Salem.

Needless to say I would seriously question the
ability of any current state senator or representa-
tive, who voted to take driver’s l icenses from
immigrants, to do a good job of representing or
protecting Oregon workers in any other elected
office.

Thanks to Marcy Westerling of  the Rural Orga-
nizing Project (www.rop.org) for compiling the in-
formation letting us know who has the courage to
do the right thing.

Paul Maresh is a second generation PCP in HD 44

Legislature Misses The Boat - Scapegoats Workers

Paul Maresh
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Prospective PCP Bios

Prospective PCPs are asked to provide a brief biographical description, describe any previous political work or
experience with the Democratic Party, and to tell what they hope to accomplish as a PCP.  Here are the responses from
recent applicants.

Prospective PCP Bios

ANDREW EDWARD AINSWORTH
Here's a little information about me:
I lived in Ashland, Oregon from 1999-2005 and have been in Portland since

2005 attending Lewis & Clark College. Have you had any previous experience
with the Democratic Party, or in political work?

Intern, Senator Ron Wyden; Finance Director, Committee to Elect Dr. Alan
Bates; Volunteer, Blumenauer for Congress; Legislative Assistant, State Repre-
sentative Peter Buckley (2006-Present)

I want to be a PCP because: I hope to increase political participation not only
in my neighborhood but in the county as a whole so that we may continue to
successfully elect Democrats to local, state, and federal offices in our state.

DIANE THEROL CHAFFIN
Here's a little information about me:
Married, professional woman working in education, training and social ser-

vice field.  Involved in neighborhood and community activities.  Volunteer
20+ years.

Have you had any previous experience with the Democratic Party, or in
political work?

Stuffing envelopes or walking precincts with parents.  5 years with Planned
Parenthood Legislative Action Team, volunteering for passage of statewide
measures, outreach and fundraising.

I want to be a PCP because: Address issues related to community welfare
which are also priorities of Democratic Party; get neighbors involved since
neighbor to neighbor is a powerful force; I believe strongly in local organizing

DOUGLAS CONNER
Here's a little information about me:
I am 54, married and have a step-daughter.  I have a BS in Computer Science

and work full time.  I love U.S. political history and jazz.  I'm originally from
California, but have lived in Portland for nearly 20 years.

Have you had any previous experience with the Democratic Party, or in
political work?

I worked Bill Clinton's campaign (making calls and knocking on doors); I've
worked the phones for NARAL, and I contribute time to public radio.

I want to be a PCP because:  I want to help eliminate the institutional
disenfranchisement in my precinct by making sure everyone is able and knows
how to vote!

SHERYL D. SECREAST
Here's a little information about me:
Very liberal person, have been a Dem my whole life.  I have a teenage

daughter, I am married and work full time.  I try to share my views with all who
will listen.

Have you had any previous experience with the Democratic Party, or in
political work?

I've worked for various measures doing phone calling.  I've helped NARAL
with phone banking.  I will be a NL for East Suburban Democrats

I want to be a PCP because:  I would like to help in the presidential cam-
paigns, register folks to vote, and whatever else is required.  I work full time so
my hours would have to be around that.

LORETTA JANICE SMITH
Here's a little information about me:
Past Precinct Committee Person for 4 years.
Have you had any previous experience with the Democratic Party, or in

political work?  Aide to Senator Ron Wyden
I want to be a PCP because: Increase awareness about Democratic Party to

neighbors and counties.  Work to register voters to participate in future elec-
tions.

JANICE CAPPS
Here's a little information about me:
Retired nurse
Have you had any previous experience with the Democratic Party, or in

political work?
 Yes.  I've been involved with national elections and local elections - canvass-

ing, phone banks, office work, etc.
I want to be a CPC because: Need to elect Democratic leaders!
SD 21, HD 41, Precinct 4282

Remember To File For Committee Precinict Person:  Deadline Looms
The filing deadline to be a Precinct Committee Person (PCP) is

Tuesday, March 11 at 5 pm.  This election is held during the May
Primary.

Grassroots activism is critical to success in November, and like  ev-
erything else, we need to begin NOW  (actually, yesterday…)   Becom-
ing a Precinct Committee Person (PCP) can afford you     opportuni-
ties that you'd miss as a regular volunteer:

Your participation at this level will enable you to expand and deepen
your involvement, as well as allow you to become a part of the Party
decision making process.

To file for a PCP position,      simply download this one page form
at:

http://www.sos.state.or.us/elections/forms/sel105.pdf
If you do not know your precinct, Multnomah County Elections

staff can assist you, or you may email   your Multnomah County
Democratic Party  Officers at vicechair@multdems.org or
chair@multdems.org

Forms must be turned into the Multnomah County Elections   Of-
fice by mail or walk-in.  FAXES are NOT accepted.  Be sure your
mailed-in form will arrive at    Elections by the deadline.  The mailing
address is:

Multnomah County Elections
1040 SE Morrison Street
Portland OR 97214
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Mult Dems Calendar - Check the website, www.multdems.org, for updates

Town Hall with Rep. Chip Shields
March 8th - 10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Â Rep. Chip Shields will hold a Town Hall forum on education
(Pre-K to Higher Ed) at the Portland Community College-
Cascade Campus Student Service Cafeteria.
For more information, call Rep. Shields office at 503- 231-
2564 or go to his website at www.leg.state.or.us/shieldsc .

MCDCC Monthly Meeting
March13, 2008 - 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Guest speaker will be U.S. Senate candidate Candy Nevill of
Eugene.  Social hour begins at 6 pm.  Cential Committee
meeting begins at 7 pm.
Hollywood Senior Center, 1820 NE 40th Ave.

Day of action on the fifth anniversary of the Iraq
invasion

March 19th -  - 11:00 am - 6:00 pm
“Iraq for Iraqis Now! U.S. Out Five Years of War and Occupa
tion” Day of action on the fifth anniversary of the invasion.
 The Peace and Justice Works Iraq Affinity Group has planned
a series of actions on the fifth anniversary of the invasion of
Iraq.
Titled “Iraq for Iraqis Now! U.S. Out / Five Years of  War
and Occupation” the actions begin at 11 AM at Terry
Schrunk Plaza, SW 3rd and Madison, moving to the World
Trade Center, SW 1st and Salmon, at Noon and the Old
Federal Courthouse, SW Broadway and Main, at 1 PM. The
action picks up again from 4-6 PM at Terry Schrunk, where
protestors will gather to remind rush hour commuters that the
destruction of Iraq, which really began over 17 years ago in
1990, continues due to U.S. policies.
Terry Schrunk Plaza (11-11:45)
World Trade Center (12-12:45)
Old Federal Courthouse (1-2)
Evening action at Terry Schrunk Plaza (4-6)
For more information, to get involved, or if your organization
wishes to cosponsor the day’s events, contact Peace and
Justice Works Iraq Affinity Group at 503-236-3065 or
iraq@pjw.info.; a flyer for the event can be found at http://
www.pjw.info/iraq5yl.html.

2008 DNC Delegate Selection Plan
The proposed 2008 delegate selection for Oregon Democrats
was approved by the DPO’s Executive Committee on April 28,
2007. It has been submitted to the Democratic National
Committee’s Rules and Bylaws Committee for approval.
If you want to be elected as a delegate to the national conven
tion in Denver (Aug. 25-28, 2008), please check back for
more information as we get closer to 2008. The filing form will
be available March 1, 2008. If you have questions about the
delegate selection process, please contact Wayne Kinney, DPO
Rules Committee chair, at wayne@dpo.org

PCP FILING DEADLINE
Just a reminder that the PCP filing deadline with Multnomah

County Elections is March 11!  If you havent filled out the
form yet, please do so before the deadline!  The filing form is online
at: www.co.multnomah.or.us/dbcs/elections/index_ue.shtml#may08.
Scroll down to Precinct Filing form and you're on your way!

Attention Oregon Voters!

Having difficulty deciding who to vote for in

the May Primary?

Here’s help!

Come to the Candidate Forum

for the Democratic Party

Secretary of State Position

MEET:

Senator Brad Avakian

Senator Kate Brown

Senator Rick Metsger

Senator Vicki L. Walker

The candidates will take questions from

moderator Gavin White, former Chairman

of the Multnomah County Democratic Party.

Each candidate will offer a brief statement

and answer the same questions.

There will be time to meet the candidates

before and after the presentation.

Don’t Miss this Opportunity

to be an Informed Voter

10:00am Saturday,

March 29th, 2008

Friendly House, Inc.

2617 NW Savier

Portland 97210

Sponsored by Precinct 1013 Democrats
Contact Sandy Baker at 503-228-2575
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OFFICERS
Chair KC Hanson 503-312-1970 chair@multdems.org
Vice Chair Susan Silodor vicechair@multdems.org
Recording Secretary Travis Miller recording@multdems.org
Communications Secretary Sue Hagmeier 503-236-4005 communications@multdems.org
Treasurer Laura Calvo treasurer@multdems.org
Historian Todd Barnhart historian@multdems.org

COMMITTEE  CHAIRS
Budget & Finance Paul Terdal 503-295-6451 budgetchair@multdems.org
Campaign & Gov. Liaison Tom Markgraf 503-285-9549 campaignchair@multdems.org
Organization & Outreach Vacant organizationchair@multdems.org
Platform, Resolutions, Legis. Gordon Hillesland 503-234-7270 platformchair@multdems.org
Rules Sue Hagmeier (interim) ruleschair@multdems.org

STATE  DELEGATION
Delegation Chair John Bradach statechair@multdems.org

DISTRICT  LEADERS
Dist 27,31,33,35 Dave Jackson 503-246-6827 27leader@multdems.org
Dist 36 Donna Munroe 36leader@multdems.org
Dist 38,41 Mark Schwebke 503-963-8214 38leader@multdems.org
Dist 42 P. Shane Jackson 503-233-0241 42leader@multdems.org
Dist 43 Steve Satterlee 503-281-1504 43leader@multdems.org
Dist 44 Pam Arden 503-289-9475 44leader@multdems.org
Dist 45 Jay Jackson 503-253-1611 45leader@multdems.org
Dist 46 Bing Wong 503-771-3215 46leader@multdems.org
Dist 47 Sam Kahl 47leader@multdems.org
Dist 48 VACANT 48leader@multdems.org
Dist 49 Vern Cook 503-665-5762 49leader@multdems.org
Dist 50 John Vandermosten (interim) 50leader@multdems.org
Dist 52 Julie Christensen 503-695-2474 52leader@multdems.org

MCDCC Leadership List

Visit the always improving party website at www.multdems.org today for updates on coming events
and party information. Sign in or create an account for access to all the site has to offer!

  www.multdems.org
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 “Dedicated To Making People’s Lives Better“

MCDCC General Meeting

Thursday, March 13th, 7 pm
Social hour  begins at 6 pm
with refreshment’s
The Central Committee meeting will
come to order at 7 pm.

Hollywood Senior Center
1820 NE 40th Ave.
Portland, OR, 97212

Under Howard Dean’s leadership, the Democratic Party
is building a team of Neighborhood Leaders across
Oregon and across the country.

Becoming a Neighborhood Leader is the best way to
help elect Democrats.  Face to face contact is the
number one way to influence voters.

The program asks you to walk your neighborhood and
speak at least 3 times with at least 25 of your neighbors,
and recruit 2 more Neighborhood Leaders to do the
same.

You can turn your neighborhood blue and move your
state forward. Help us win the most important election
of our lifetime.

You can sign up at:
http://www.oregondemocrats.org/neighborhood_leader_program

Sign Up to be a Neighborhood Leader Today

I’m ready to do my part for Oregon and
America! I pledge to contact at least 25
voters in my neighborhood about Demo-
cratic candidates at least 3 times between
now and Election Day 2008, and find 2
more Democrats to sign up as Neighbor-
hood Leaders like me.


