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Prospective Precinctperson
Biographies

Prospective PCPs are asked to provide a brief biographical
description, describe any previous political work
or experience with the Democratic Party, and to tell what
they hope to accomplish as a PCP.
Here are the responses from recent applicants.

Scott Somohano
Pct. 3000  HD 45

Here's a little information about me:
43, recent returnee from Seattle, editor lifelong blue stater.

Have you had any previous experience with the
Democratic Party, or in political work?

Canvassed in the 1980s.  Contributions, canvassed 2004
in Seattle and a little this year.

I want to be a PCP because:
Portland is home and this is a great way to contribute to

the community.

Joseph Kahl
Pct. 3322  HD 47

No info submitted.

Commentary - Book Review
by Paul Maresh

JFK And The Unspeakable

While I'm sure that many of you've
read Barak Obama's "The Audacity of
Hope" this summer, or maybe you are
reading it now, "JFK and the Unspeak-
able" By James W.  Douglas can re-
mind us what hope and courage can
do.

One of the biggest box    office
hits of 1968 was a       romantic musi-
cal Camelot. The story's theme of a
lost, great society, certainly struck a
chord in the 1960s.  There was hardly
ever a dry eye at the end of the movie.

To today's audience the movie
would be considered hokey.  I sincerely
doubt that any American under fifty
could imagine a president's term being referred to as Camelot, but
Until about 1980 it was easily understood when Camelot was used as
a reference to the Kennedy White House.  Reading James Douglas'
well researched, (he spent 15 years working on it,) book is a pleasure,
enlightening and scary all at the same time.

This book is an easy read.   The reader is transported back to a time
when our electeds truly worked for us rather than their own personal
gain.  There is good character development.  Douglas chronicles how,
even knowing he was putting his life in peril, Kennedy a combat vet-
eran and fierce cold warrior, became a relentless peace worker.  The
author isn't bashful about showing us the President's feet of clay.  We
see how not being a stranger to death gave this courageous and very
human man the strength to make monumental strides for peace, even
while knowing he would pay the ultimate price for his fruitful endeav-
ors.   We see how in spite of  coming from privilege JFK truly felt for
those in need.  He was successful standing up to the steel companies
not because Congress backed him, but because the people did.

Reading the book I'm reminded of the hope and inspiration that
was JFK's gift to a generation who's formative years were clouded by
primitive black and white TV with an appreciable amount of pro-
gramming taken up by WWII movies feeding us a diet of bombings
and battle scenes.  Amongst this TV fare, we school children had either
fire drills or air raid drills monthly, and the air raid sirens went off every
day noon.   Having lost a child of his own Jack did not want to see any
other parents lose a child.  So he refused to be steered into a war by the
CIA at the Bay of Pigs or the Joint Chiefs of  Staff, whether it was in
Berlin or a pre-emptive nuclear first strike against the Soviets.

After Reading this book you will know two things:
1. Jack Kennedy knew what would happen to him for standing

up to big business and the Military Industrial Complex. And
2. Howard Dean was right four years ago when he said: "Vot-

ing isn't enough any more."  After we elect Obama we will have to
work even harder organizing the base and building the movement of
change to take back our democracy.

Pick it up today "JFK and the Unspeakable" by James W. Douglas
printed by Orbis Press

Why He Died & Why it Matters
By James W. Douglas

Deadline For DPO Officer
Statement Of Candidacy

Deadline For Officer Statement Of Candidacy
The positions of Chair, Female Vice Chair, Male Vice Chair
and Secretary are all up for re-election at the DPO’s re-
organization meeting in March.
Portland – Oregonians who wish to run for a Democratic
Party of Oregon officer slot must submit the filing form by
5 p.m. on Wednesday, February 18.
The form can be downloaded from this page
http://www.oregondemocrats.org/reorganization
and delivered to the DPO in one of the following ways.
-Mail it to:
Executive Director
Democratic Party of Oregon
232 NE 9th Ave.
Portland, OR 97232-2915
-Deliver by hand to the same address.
-Send a scanned copy to farley@dpo.org
-Fax it to (503) 224-5335.
The positions of Chair, Female Vice Chair, Male Vice Chair,
and Secretary are all up for re-election at the
DPO’s re-organization meeting on Sunday, March 15th at
Linn-Benton Community College in Albany.  All the current
officeholders, including Chair Meredith Wood Smith, are
planning on running for re-election. Officeholders serve a
two year term.
For more information about the meeting, contact the
Democratic Party of Oregon at 503-224-8200.
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Multnomah Dems Celebrate Inauguration With Breakfast at Krakows

Photos by John Vandermosten

All Photos Courtesy of Bing Wong

Multnomah Dems filled up all
the available space at Krakows
Coffeehouse to watch the
swearing in ceremony on 2 tv’s.

Folks also came armed with
laptops, which came in handy as
the wall-to-wall crowd of over
100 jockeyed for viewing space.

Vice Chair Susan Silodor and
Krako owner Mark Kirchmeier
celebrate one of the most
important milestones in the
history of American politics.



  

Presidents Day Rally to 
Protect Kids & Schools 
Monday, February 16, 2009 
State Capitol Steps, Salem—12 to 1pm, rain or shine 

Times are tough, and they’re likely  
to get worse.  To keep from losing 
ground, legislators need to hear that 
Oregonians support reasonable  
revenue increases and targeted  
investments in education.   
By standing together—and BIGGER  
is BETTER—we will make it possible  
for legislators to stand up for our  
children and other vulnerable  
members of our communities. 

Now is the time toNow is the time toNow is the time toNow is the time to    
- Invest in what matters most 
- Raise additional revenue 
- Use reserves as needed 

It’s up to us toIt’s up to us toIt’s up to us toIt’s up to us to    
Show up. Speak up. Reach out.  
Make the difference. 

Get Ready to Rally!Get Ready to Rally!Get Ready to Rally!Get Ready to Rally!    
Parking at the Capitol is limited.  

Register today at www.stand.org/www.stand.org/www.stand.org/www.stand.org/

or/rally or/rally or/rally or/rally to reserve your seat on 

buses from your community. Bring 

your children and grandchildren, 

and a home-made sign.  Prepare 

for rain or shine.  Bring your lunch 

and a water bottle. 

 

Lobby Your LegislatorsLobby Your LegislatorsLobby Your LegislatorsLobby Your Legislators    

Register online to attend the rally, 

sign-up to meet with your legisla-

tors, and book your seat on a bus. 

Register Today 

 Stand for Children 

516 SE Morrison St. Suite 410 

Portland, OR 97214 

503.235.2305 

Endorsed by (partial list): American Federation of Teachers—Oregon, Children First 

for Oregon, Confederation of OR School Administrators, Ecumenical Ministries of 

Oregon, Juvenile Rights Project, Onward Oregon, Oregon Bus Project, Oregon 

Business Association, Oregon Education Association, Oregon School Employees   

Association, Our Oregon, Partnership for Safety & Justice, Rural Organizing        

Project, Service Employees International Union (SEIU), Tax Fairness Oregon 
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DNC News

Do You Support Toll Bridges On  The Willamette River?

SB 36 would allow tolls on all bridges on the Willamette
River in Portland. The law can also be construed as
allowing privatization of the tolling and maintenance
functions. I suggest all interested parties contact their
State Senators.
Thank you. Gordon Hillesland

President Obama Signs the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act
Lilly Ledbetter did not set out to be a trailblazer or a house-

hold name. She was just a good hard worker who did her job --
and she did it well -- for nearly two decades before discovering
that for years, she was paid less than her male colleagues for doing
the very same work. Over the course of  her career, she lost more
than $200,000 in salary, and even more in pension and Social Se-
curity benefits -- losses that she still feels today.

Now, Lilly could have accepted her lot and moved on. She
could have decided that it wasn't worth the hassle and the harass-
ment that would inevitably come with speaking up for what she
deserved. But instead, she decided that there was a principle at
stake, something worth fighting for.

So she set out on a journey that would take more than ten
years, take her all the way to the Supreme Court of  the United
States, and lead to this day and this bill which will help others get
the justice that she was denied.

Because while this bill bears her name, Lilly knows that this
story isn't just about her. It's the story of  women across this country
still earning just 78 cents for every dollar men earn -- women of
color even less -- which means that today, in the year 2009, count-
less women are still losing thousands of  dollars in salary, income
and retirement savings over the course of  a lifetime.

Equal pay is by no means just a women's issue -- it's a family
issue. It's about parents who find themselves with less money for
tuition and child care; couples who wind up with less to retire on;
households where one breadwinner is paid less than she deserves;
that's the difference between affording the mortgage -- or not;
between keeping the heat on, or paying the doctor bills -- or not.
And in this economy, when so many folks are already working
harder for less and struggling to get by, the last thing they can
afford is losing part of  each month's paycheck to simple and plain
discrimination.

So signing this bill today is to send a clear message: that mak-
ing our economy work means making sure it works for every-
body; that there are no second-class citizens in our workplaces;
and that it's not just unfair and illegal, it's bad for business to pay
somebody less because of  their gender or their age or their race
or their ethnicity, religion or disability; and that justice isn't about

some abstract legal theory, or footnote in a casebook. It's about
how our laws affect the daily lives and the daily realities of  people:
their ability to make a living and care for their families and achieve
their goals.

Ultimately, equal pay isn't just an economic issue for millions
of  Americans and their families, it's a question of  who we are --
and whether we're truly living up to our fundamental ideals; whether
we'll do our part, as generations before us, to ensure those words
put on paper some 200 years ago really mean something -- to
breathe new life into them with a more enlightened understand-
ing that is appropriate for our time.

That is what Lilly Ledbetter challenged us to do. And today, I
sign this bill not just in her honor, but in the honor of  those who
came before -- women like my grandmother, who worked in a
bank all her life, and even after she hit that glass ceiling, kept
getting up and giving her best every day, without complaint, be-
cause she wanted something better for me and my sister.

And I sign this bill for my daughters, and all those who will
come after us, because I want them to grow up in a nation that
values their contributions, where there are no limits to their dreams
and they have opportunities their mothers and grandmothers never
could have imagined.

In the end, that's why Lilly stayed the course. She knew it was
too late for her -- that this bill wouldn't undo the years of  injustice
she faced or restore the earnings she was denied. But this grand-
mother from Alabama kept on fighting, because she was thinking
about the next generation.

And now it's up to us to continue this work. This bill is an
important step -- a simple fix to ensure fundamental fairness for
American workers -- and I want to thank this remarkable and
bipartisan group of  legislators who worked so hard to get it passed.
And I want to thank all the advocates who are in the audience
who worked so hard to get it passed.

This is only the beginning. I know that if  we stay focused, as
Lilly did -- and keep standing for what's right, as Lilly did -- we will
close that pay gap and we will make sure that our daughters have
the same rights, the same chances, and the same freedoms to pur-
sue their dreams as our sons.
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Mult Dems Monthly Calendar
See www.multdems.org for ongoing updates

Let’s say you’re a run-of-the-mill burglar arrested for stealing $50,000-
worth of stuff. How deep in jail would you be right now?

Then, let’s say you’re Bernard Madoff, the New York City high-
society scammer who looted some $50 billion from his victims.     Having
stolen a million times more than the common crook, shouldn’t Madoff
be that much deeper in jail? But, no, the Ponzi-scheme superstar posted
$10 million in bail money and was allowed to remain under house
arrest in the $7 million luxury penthouse he owns on the upper East
Side of Manhattan. In another mink-glove touch from authorities,
Madoff didn’t have any gruff guards posted outside his door – instead,
he was allowed to hire his own private security agents.

Excuse me, but why is this confessed scam artist still able to spend
his ill-gotten money for bail, guards, and a luxurious lifestyle?

Meanwhile, investors he bilked are told they’ll have to wait up to
three years to see if  they can recover even pennies on the dollar they
had entrusted to him. That’s because the court says it’ll take months for
investigators to track what business funds and personal assets Madoff
has tucked away.  Excuse me again, but why not speed up the process
by making him do that?

Why have the authorities pampered this guy for so long? Because
he’s a silk shirt crook who was not only a Wall Street insider, but has
also been a longtime crony of Washington regulators, Even while he
was running his scam, Madoff  was serving on several advisory
committees to the very regulatory agency that was supposed to be
watching him!

It’s time for regulators like the SEC to start regulating again, and for
the justice system to stop coddling the Madoffs of our country.

Stop Coddling Elite Crooks
By Jim Hightower

MCDCC Monthly Meeting
Feb 12, - 6:00pm social, 7:00pm business meeting
Hollywood Senior Center, 1820 NE 40th, Portland
County Commissioner Diane McKeel and her Chief of Staff

    Corie Wiren will be our featured speakers.

Rally To Protect Kids and Schools
Feb 16, - 12:00 - 1pm, Salem Oregon
Stand for Children’s “Rally to Protect Kids & Schools” on

February 16, 2009 (Presidents’ Day school holiday)

According to Stand for Children (www.stand.org), a grassroots
organization focused on improving public education and other
social services serving children in Oregon, Governor Kulongoski’s
proposed 2009 budget for K-12 education falls $50 million
short of the amount needed to maintain current service levels,
even after using $149 million from the Education Stability Fund.

In order to focus public attention on the issue and persuade
state legislators to take immediate action to address the
shortfall for education and other critical services,

By standing together we’ll make it possible for legislators to
stand up for our children and other vulnerable members of our
communities .

The rally is scheduled for noon to 1 p.m. at the State Capitol in
Salem and parents are encouraged to bring their kids. Please
let us know that you are coming and how many family members
you plan to bring. For more information and to sign up to
attend the rally please visit www.stand.org/or/rally.

Annual Celsi Dinner Fundraiser
Feb 12, - 6:00 - 10 pm
Melody Ballrom, Portland, OR
Don't forget our fabulous line-up of speakers…Attorney General

John Kroger, Carl Wolfson of KPOJ, Steve Novick and Karol
Collymore.  It's good to be Democrats…now come out and support
your party!

MCDCC Monthly Meeting
Mar 12, - 6:00pm social, 7:00pm business meeting
Hollywood Senior Center, 1820 NE 40th, Portland
Featured Speaker, Oregon Attorney General John Kroger

MCDCC Monthly Meeting
April 9, - 6:00pm social, 7:00pm business meeting
Hollywood Senior Center, 1820 NE 40th, Portland

MCDCC Monthly Meeting
May 14, - 6:00pm social, 7:00pm business meeting
Hollywood Senior Center, 1820 NE 40th, Portland

MCDCC Monthly Meeting
June 11, - 6:00pm social, 7:00pm business meeting
Hollywood Senior Center, 1820 NE 40th, Portland

How Will Multnomah County Fare
With A Budget Shortfall?
County Commissioner Diane McKeel Tackles the
Issues at the February Central Committee Meeting

 Diane McKeel comes to the Board of  Commissioners with a
strong background in business leadership, having served as the
Executive Director of  the West Columbia Gorge Chamber of
Commerce.  While running for the position of  County Commis-
sioner in District 4, she spoke of  her dedication to job creation, the
environment and health care.  And now she has before her, along
with the rest of  the Board, the daunting challenge of  maintaining
critical county resources with a budget that is unyieldingly thin.

Our fragile populations are at greater risk with a budget that
demands cutbacks. Infrastructure, which desperately needs shor-
ing up, will undergo careful scrutiny before any monies are allotted.
In other words, the Multnomah County Commissioners are grap-
pling with too many needs for the underpinnings to support.

Please join us at our monthly meeting February 12 to hear Com-
missioner McKeel talk about current budget issues and what plans
the commissioners have to maintain our critical county services.
Corie Wiren, Commissioner McKeel's Chief  of  Staff, will then
provide advocacy training so that each of  us is better equipped to
talk with, and influence, our elected officials.

To understand the county budget - where the monies come
from and what, exactly, they're used for - is to gain knowledge
necessary for effective advocacy.  It's up to us, too, to support our
county leadership as they maneuver some very choppy budgetary
waters.
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OFFICERS
Chair KC Hanson 503-312-1970 chair@multdems.org
Vice Chair Susan Silodor 503-310-5253 vicechair@multdems.org
Recording Secretary Eric Swehla 503-248-0826 recording@multdems.org
Communications Officer Sue Hagmeier 503-236-4005 communications@multdems.org
Treasurer Laura Calvo 503-248-0826 treasurer@multdems.org
Historian Lynn Dorman 503-248-0826 historian@multdems.org

COMMITTEE  CHAIRS
Fundraising Todd Barnhart 503-248-0826 budgetchair@multdems.org
Campaign & Gov. Liaison P. Shane Jackson 503-248-0826 campaignchair@multdems.org
Community Action Comm. Lurelle Robbins & Lynn Dorman

503-248-0826 info@multdems.org
Platform, Resolutions, Legis. Gordon Hillesland 503-248-0826 platformchair@multdems.org
Rules Sue Hagmeier 503-248-0826 ruleschair@multdems.org

STATE  DELEGATION
Delegation Chair Deb Whitcomb 503-248-0826 statechair@multdems.org

DISTRICT  LEADERS
Dist 33 Lurelle Robbins 503-248-0826 33leader@multdems.org
Dist 27,31,35 Dave Jackson 503-246-6827 27leader@multdems.org
Dist 36 Pete Munroe 503-248-0826 36leader@multdems.org
Dist 38,41 Mark Schwebke 503-963-8214 38leader@multdems.org
Dist 42 Teddy Keizer 503-248-0826 42leader@multdems.org
Dist 43 Shirley Minor 503-248-0826 43leader@multdems.org
Dist 44 Pam Arden 503-289-9475 44leader@multdems.org
Dist 45 Michael Flanagan 503-248-0826 45leader@multdems.org
Dist 46 Bing Wong 503-771-3215 46leader@multdems.org
Dist 47 Sam Kahl 503-248-0826 47leader@multdems.org
Dist 48,51 VACANT 48leader@multdems.org
Dist 49 Mel Harmon 503-975-1139 49leader@multdems.org
Dist 50 John Vandermosten 503-248-0826 50leader@multdems.org
Dist 52 Julie Christensen 503-695-2474 52leader@multdems.org

MCDCC Leadership List

Visit the always improving party website at www.multdems.org today for updates on coming events
and party information. Sign in or create an account for access to all the site has to offer!

  www.multdems.org
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 “Dedicated To Making People’s Lives Better“

MCDCC General Meeting

Thursday, Feb 12th
Social Hr: 6 pm
Guest Speakers: 7 pm
Party Business: 8 pm
All MultDems welcome

Multnomah County Dems meet  monthly
on second Thursdays.

Guest Speakers: New Multnomah  County
Commissioner Diane McKeel and her  Chief  of
Staff Corie Wiren.

1820 NE 40th Ave., Portland 97212,
just north of Sandy Blvd.

Give It Up For
2009 Annual Celsi Dinner!

Friday, February 20, 2009,  6-9PM
Melody Ballroom,  615 SE Alder Street, Portland

Guest speakers:
KPOJ Air America host Carl Wolfson, Attorney General John Kroger,
Karol Collymore & Democratic Activist-extraordinaire Steve Novick

Plus, a special appearance of the Dems Femmes

Live & Silent Auction
The “Social Hour”, from 6 - 7 pm, will feature a silent auction.

We’ll have a small live auction during the Dinner as well.
If you’d like to contribute an item to help this fundraising element of the Dinner,

need information on tickets or sponsorship opportunities,
please contact Dinner Co-Chair Susan Silodor (503.310.5253)

or by email at:celsi@multdems.org.




